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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. 
L312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ms. Norton, reg. no. 44977, on April 24, 2006. 

2. In the claims: please amend the following claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system for identifying users o f a plurality of 
computers Internet Protocol addresses within an organization's communications network 
by matching user identification information from an organization's directory information 
with non-encrypted user identification information and current Internet Protocol 
addresses extracted by a discovery apparatus, comprising: 

a database storing the organization's directory information, the organization's 
directory information including user identification information but not requiring a list of 
devices; 

a discovery apparatus for extracting non-encrypted user identification information 
and associated Internet Protocol addresses, having at least one connection to a switch in 
the communications network for passively monitoring traffic thru the switch; and 
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a server, connected to a name the discovery apparatus and having access to the 
database via the communications network, the server capable of matching the extracted 
non-encrypted user identification information and the user identification information 
from the organization's directory information as keys to link with the user identification 
information and current the extracted Internet Protocol addresses to contacts in the 
organization's directory information e xtract e d by the discovery apparatus , automatically 
determining which contacts in the organization's directory information are currently 
using each of the extracted Internet Protocol addresses. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for identifying users of a plurality of 
computers Internet Protocol addresses within an organization's communications network 
by matching user identification information from an organization's directory information 
with non-encrypted user identification information and current Internet Protocol 
addresses extracted by a discovery apparatus, the method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring traffic through a switch in the communications network; 

extracting non-encrypted user identification information and associated Internet 
Protocol addresses from the monitored traffic; 

accessing a database of the organization's directory information, the 
organization's directory information comprising user identification information but not 
requiring a list of devices; and 

matching the extracted non-encrypted user identification information and the user 
identification information from the organization's directory information as keys to link 
with the user identification information and current extracted Internet Protocol addresses 
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to contacts in the organization's directory information extracted by the discovery 
apparatus , automatically determining which contacts in the organization's directory 
information are currently using each of the extracted Internet Protocol addresses. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11, further comprising the steps 

of: 

accessing the central repository; and 

producing a data file, on a pre-determined time interval, the data file containing 
information on which user used which computer Internet Protocol address during the pre- 
determined time interval. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 32, wherein the extracting step 
comprises the step of: 

using pattern matching based upon a known electronic mail protocol 
and/or authentication protocol to extract the electronic mail address and/or user 
name non-encrypted user identification information and associated Internet 
Protocol address from the monitored traffic. 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer 
usable medium having instructions and control logic stored therein for causing a 
computer to execute instructions to identify users of a plurality of terminals Internet 
Protocol addresses within an organization's communications network by matching user 
identification information from an organization's directory information with non- 
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encrypted user identification information and current Internet Protocol addresses 
extracted by a discovery apparatus, the control logic comprising: 

first computer readable program code means for causing the computer to monitor 
traffic through a switch in the communications network; 

second computer readable program code means for causing the computer to 
extract non-encrypted user identification information and associated Internet Protocol 
addresses from the monitored traffic; 

third computer readable program code means for causing the computer to access a 
database of the organization's directory information, the organization's directory 
information comprising user identification information but not requiring a list of devices; 
and 

fourth computer readable program code means for causing the computer to match 
the extracted non-encrypted user identification information and the user identification 
information from the organization's directory information as keys to link with the user 
identification information and current the extracted Internet Protocol addresses to 
contacts in the organization's directory information extracted by the discovery apparatus ; 

wherein the matching automatically determines which contacts in the 
organization's directory information are currently using each of the extracted Internet 
Protocol addresses. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 22, further 
comprising: 
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fifth computer readable program code means for causing the computer to store the 
extracted non-encrypted user identification information and associated Internet Protocol 
addresses in a central repository. 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 33, wherein 
the second computer readable program code means comprises: 

fifth computer readable program code means for causing the computer to perform 
pattern matching based upon a known electronic mail protocol and/or authentication 
protocol to extract the non-encrypted user identification information electronic mail 
addre s s and/or user name and the associated Internet Protocol address from the monitored 
traffic. 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein the user identification 
information includes an electronic mail address and/or a user name. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the user 
identification information includes an electronic mail address and/or a user name. 

33. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 22, wherein 
the user identification information includes an electronic mail address and/or a user 
name. 



3. 



Pursuant to MPEP 606.01, the title has been changed to read: 
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» ASSET TRACKER FOR IDENTIFYING USERS OF CURRENT INTERNET 
PROTOCOL ADDRESSES WITHIN AN ORGANIZATION'S COMMUNICATIONS 
NETWORK --. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272-3969. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-5:00) . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571)272-3964. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



(571)273-8300 for official communications; and 



(571)273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 



Aril 26, 2006 



Wen-Tai Lin 




